Effect of hypoxia on regional lung perfusion, by scanning.
Lung scanning was performed in 12 subjects who had pulmonary oedema of high altitude (POHA) before, and in 8 men who had been at high altitude without developing pulmonary oedema. Scanning done before and after 5 min 10% O2 breathing showed (a) increased perfusion in POHA subjects after hypoxia, (b) more in the lower than in upper zones, and (c) striking increase in perfusion in localised areas. In controls, however, there was significant reduction in perfusion after hypoxia in most areas. The reduction was less marked in the lower zones than in the upper zones. POHA subjects were hyperreactors to hypoxia, compared to controls. It is concluded that scanning before and after hypoxic breathing might help in differentiating hyperreactors.